
PlanƟng crops 
M atariki atua ka eke mai i te rangi e roa, 
E  w hāngainga iho ki te mata o te tau e roa e. 
D ivine M atariki come forth from the far-off heaven, 
B estow  the fi rst fruits of the year upon us. 

The com ing  season’s crops were planted according  to the M atarik i star cluster. 
If the stars were clear and brig ht, it was a sig n that a favourable and producƟ ve  
sseason lay ahead, and planƟ ng  would beg in in Septem ber. 
If the stars appeared hazy and closely bunched tog ether, a cold winter was in 
store and planƟ ng  was put off unƟ l O ctober. 


