Te Whanau Tupu Ngatahi o Inglewood

Visit to Inglewood Playcentre
by Erana Rattray, 8 December 2022

Inglewood was originally called Moatown and is often referred to as the Kohanga Moa
inferring a nest, nursery or birthplace. | was warmly welcomed by Sarah Salisbury, 18 years
stalwart member of Papatoetoe, New Plymouth and now Inglewood centre, with her fifth
child Neve. Now | understand why it was called Kbhanga Moa!

Sarah recalls that Taranaki Maunga was the breeding ground of the Moa, with six species of
the large flightless birds nesting on the mighty maunga. Sarah shares the local Marae is
aptly named Te Kohanga Moa Marae.

The centre whanau were eager to introduce me to

their tino ataahua floor-to-ceiling mural
depicting Taranaki Maunga and the Moa life
cycle. An amazing artwork painted by an
alumni member, this mural is woven into the
fabric of the centre and tamariki proudly
share their contribution with me.

Tamariki reveal an in-depth understanding of
korero purakau me te reo-a-waha
storytelling, pepeha, local history and
whakapapa. This is celebrated in their
artwork, their play, and engagement with the
pepeha mural. Under two year old pépi are
represented by moa eggs and over two
tamariki are depicted as moa on the mural.
This is an exemplar model of how Inglewood
have adapted resources to design a
responsive curriculum that acknowledges the
perspectives and aspirations of tamariki,
whanau, hapl and nga iwi o Taranaki.

Te Whanau
Tupu Ngatahi o Inglewood acknowledges and reflects the
unique place of Maori as tangata whenua and supports
tamariki to appreciate our bicultural heritage, ka mau te
wehi e te whanau! Na Erana Rattray.

Tuia te here tangata Making meaningful connections




