He ngaku haerenga tuatahi ténei ki

Te Whanau Tupu Ngatahi o Oakura

This is my first trip to Oakura Playcentre
By Erana Rattray, 9 December 2022

On a wet Friday morning, tamariki happily skipped through the Oakura gate, splashing in
puddles along the path before arriving at the door. Oakura was bustling, there were lots of
invitations to play, nga kono baking scones, mahi toi making decorations, waituhi painting
tohora whales, tarai rakau carpentry to name a few.

Oakura has an enthusiastic Kaiwhakaihuwaka Maori champion for te ao Maori who builds
on bicultural practices. There is a focus on celebrating aspects of te ao Maori and today was
no exception after singing Tohora nui, tamariki engaged in kaituhi painting nga Tohora and
created seascapes with nga rawa a-Maori natural resources. Ka mau te wehi e te whanau!
Awesome!

Tamariki interests are well supported by centre whanau, the kthini was a hive of activity
where tamariki confidently made choices whether to bake savoury or sweet nga kono
scones. Comprehension and sequencing skills were practiced as tamariki followed the
picture recipe scripted in te reo Maori. Baking offers tamariki early pangarau and putaiao
matauranga maths and science concepts, develops their independence and self-help skills
and most of all shows rangatiratanga pride when tamariki accomplish something, like seeing
the kono come out of the oven! He reka kono ténei this scone is delicious!

You can see tamariki becoming more confident with the daily routine of baking. They
recognise and appreciate their own ability to learn, Te Rangatiratanga, a learning outcome
of Mana tangata. Nga mihi e te whanau o Oakura mo to manaaki, thank you Oakura for

hosting me.




