
 

Te Waka o Rangi 
Te Waka o Rangi is a canoe with Matariki at the front and Tautoru at the back. Te Waka o 

Rangi is captained by a star called Taramainuku. He casts his net (Te Kupenga a Taramainuku) 

down to earth to gather the souls of the people who died that day. He carries them in his net 

behind the waka for 11 months, when the constellation sets next to the sun in May, 

Taramainuku takes the souls to the underworld. The constellation rises again in a month and 

this is when Taramainuku releases the souls of the dead into the sky to become stars” This is 

where the origin of the word “Wheturangitia/hia” comes from, it means to be turned into a 

star. 

 

MATARIKI  

Te Waka o Rangi is associated with Pōhutukawa who represents death.  Matariki and 

Pōhutukawa sit at the front of the waka. Pōhutukawa holds on tight to our memories of 

treasured people who have passed on and encourages us to take time to remember them, 

and to acknowledge their impact on our lives. 

 

WHANAUNGATANGA                                                                                                                                                    

An opportunity to work together, sit together and reflect on the year, tell stories and get 

creative with activities. 

 

MAUMAHARATANGA                                                                                                            

Remember, honour, and recognise the significance that Matariki has with losing our loved 

ones by sharing stories, images, special memorabilia and kai. 

 

 



COMPETITION! – HE WHAKATAETAE! 

Get creative and show how you will incorporate Te Waka o Rangi into your activities. 

What does Te Waka o Rangi look like in your centre? 

Send your photos and stories to Erana Rattray and be in to win some amazing prizes.  

erana.rattray@playcentre.org.nz 

COMPETITION DATES 

01.05.2023 – 30.06.2023 

PRIZE PACK 

Includes pukapuka from Rangi Mātāmua and Miriama Kamo, wooden waka and peg people 

and more Playcentre goodies.  Look out for updates.  
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