
When I play at

I am learning skills for school

Communication
Language skills for a 
range of purposes

Expression through music, 
art, crafts and design

Curiosity
Using discovery, invention, 
innovation, imagination, 

experimentation and exploration

Confidence that their interests 
will be recognised and built on

Social skills 
with peers

Working co-operatively

Understanding concepts about 
rules, rights and fairness

Literacy
Considerable experience with 

books and book language

Concepts about print, such as 
directionality and that written 
words represent the spoken

Gross and fine 
motor skills
Manipulative skills in a 

variety of settings

Safe use of a range of 
equipment

Logical 
problem-solving

Flexibility and creativity in 
applying ideas and techniques 

to new problems
Observation, identification, 

description and investigation 
of change

Mathematics
Concepts about numbers 

and counting

Sorting, labelling, recognising 
patterns and establishing 

‘fair shares’

Perseverance
Able to sustain projects

Enjoy repeating favourite 
stories and activities

Individual 
responsibility

Making choices, setting own 
goals and using initiative

Self-care skills

Social skills 
with adults

Strategies for getting help

Effectively communicating 
needs

These are the key competencies considered in the Competent Children project combined with some extracts from Te Whāriki (our ECE curriculum on what children moving from ECE to school are likely to be doing.)


