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Playcentre Whānau Teams Guidance
Mātauranga| Adult’s Learning Team

Adult Education Champions
Whakaihuwaka o Te Wāhanga Mātauranga – 

Playcentre Education Champions
Whakaihuwaka o te mātauranga – Adult Learning Champions



How whānau 
can contribute  
a team approach

Community – He Tangata 

• Rangatiratanga i te hapori – Community Leadership

• Whanaungatanga i te hapori – Community Building

• Whakaihuwaka Māori – Te Ao Māori Champions

Children’s Learning - Ako

• Arotakenga – Planning and Evaluation

• Taputapu – Equipment

• Whakaihuwaka Māori – Te Ao Māori Champions

Adult Learning  - Mātauranga

• Whakaihuwaka o Te Wāhanga Mātauranga –
Playcentre Education Champions

• Whakaihuwaka o te mātauranga –
Adult Learning Champions

• Whakaihuwaka Māori – Te Ao Māori Champions

Whakaihuwaka Māori – Te Ao Māori Champions span all three teams



Adult Education in Playcentre

• Long history of education for 
parents and whānau

• Started in the 1940s and evolved 
over the decades

• Practical, hands-on strategies 
for being amazing parents and 
caregivers



Adult Learning Opportunities

Not all adult learning at 
Playcentre is through 
Playcentre Education.
- What other 

opportunities for 
lifelong learning are 
available to your 
whānau locally?First Aid 

Courses

Playcentre 
PLD

Regional 
PLD with 

Centre Advisors
& Kaihononga Māori

External PLD

Playcentre Education
Learning from 

watching & 
talking with

other kaiako on session



Whakaihuwaka Maaori – Te Ao Maaori

Remember that this team will also have crossover in the children’s 
learning space – work collaboratively to ensure bicultural practice is 
woven through adults’ learning.

Champions for actively 
promoting Te Ao M āori and 

Te Tiriti  o Waitangi 
commitment within your 

Playcentre



Playcentre Professional Learning 
& Development (PLD)

Playcentre PLD
- Different from Playcentre Education, 

although you may the see same people 
as PLD Facilitators and Education 
Tutors

- Offers short courses and customised 
learning opportunities for Playcentre 
kaiako

- Funded primarily through Ministry of 
Education SELO contracts

- Upcoming programmes | 
Playcentre.org.nz

https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/upcoming-programmes/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/upcoming-programmes/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/upcoming-programmes/


NZ Certificate in 
Early Childhood 

Education and Care 
(Level 4)

Te Wāhanga Mātauranga – Playcentre Education



Benefits of Adult Education

• Most importantly – benefits 
for whānau – adults and 
tamariki

• Adults learn new parenting 
tools and strategies as 
kaiako

• Also benefits for the centre 
• Contributing to licensing and 

funding





Education Champions

• Advocate for and promote mātauranga –
adult education

• Celebrate education success!
• Support learners to enrol and find their 

way through the Playcentre Education 
programme

• In some centres, organise first aid 
courses and request PLD



More about the Playcentre Education programme…

• NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care 
(Level 4)

• National certificate
• Includes internal awards utilised 

for licensing (funding) Playcentre sessions:
• Playcentre Introductory Award
• Playcentre Educator Award
• Playcentre Primary Teacher Bridging Award







What’s Unique about Playcentre Education?

• Enable parents and whānau to study 
alongside their tamariki

• Practical, hands on learning
• Rolling enrolments – can start 

throughout the year
• Small modules – can start/stop 

easily and take breaks as needed
• Small group sizes and individual 

support



Basic Information

• Ten small modules (5-8 credits, 60 credits total)
• Organised into two sets of modules:

• Playcentre Educator Modules (PE1 – PE4)
• Playcentre Leader Modules (PL1 – PL6)

• Zero fees provider – no cost to participate, does not 
use up the Fees Free entitlement



Playcentre Educator Modules PE1 – PE4
• Playcentre Introductory Award – PE1 + another PE module 
• Playcentre Educator Award – all four PE modules completed
• All new learners start with PE1
• PE2, PE3 and PE4 can be completed in any order



Playcentre Leader Modules PL1 – PL6
• When all ten modules are complete (4 PE + 6 PL), the 

NZ Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 4) is awarded



Learning through Play Workshops



Other Requirements

• 40 Playcentre Sessions or an equivalent practicum 
arranged in a playgroup or homebased care setting

• Recent first aid certificate (within 3 years)
• Current safety check and police vet as per the Children’s 

Act 2014
• Must be a NZ resident/citizen to enrol

• If not, contact the education team to discuss other options for 
learning



What Support is Available?

• First point of call – module tutor
• Online support sessions 2x weekly open to all
• Your centre’s Education Officer and Centre Advisor
• A kaiāwhina mentor tutor for the PL modules
• Special learning support organised by 

Education Assistant Moira Siobhan
Moirasiobhan.tutor@playcentre.org.nz

mailto:Moirasiobhan.tutor@playcentre.org.nz


Accessing Resources

• Learn with Us – Playcentre 
Education

• General Info for everyone



Accessing Resources

• Members’ Area
• Education Menu
• More info relevant to 

Education 
Champions, including 
overview of the 
content and tasks for 
the PE modules



Playcentre Education Champions - 
Whakaihuwaka o Te Wāhanga Mātauranga | 
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/261823533483826
https://www.facebook.com/groups/261823533483826
https://www.facebook.com/groups/261823533483826
https://www.facebook.com/groups/261823533483826
https://www.facebook.com/groups/261823533483826


How to Enrol

All new ākonga start with 
PE1 Ūkaipōtanga – Let’s Play

Enrol in the PE1 module via the 
Playcentre website

1. Learn with Us -> Playcentre 
Education -> Upcoming 
Workshops and Online 
Modules –> Get Started Here



How to Enrol

2. Choose a delivery option at 
dates & times that suit
• Filter by format ((face-to-face, 

webinar or iQualify) to see the 
available options

3. Complete the module 
registration via the BookWhen 
page



How to Enrol

The module booking confirmation 
page and your confirmation email 
include a link to an online 
application for enrolment into 
Playcentre Education.  

Learners need to complete the 
application for enrolment for their 
first module only.

Subsequent modules only require 
module registration via the website.



How to Enrol

The enrolment process includes
• An enrolment form
• Police vetting form
• Safety checking form
• Uploading two forms of verified ID 

• A Playcentre staff member or PR can verify ID in 
centre, in a workshop or via a video call with Ed team

• 7.2.3c – How to verify identity documents for police 
vets | Playcentre

• For anything out of the ordinary, contact a Student 
Support Coordinator 

https://www.playcentre.org.nz/documents/7-2-3-c-how-to-verify-identity-documents-for-police-vets/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/documents/7-2-3-c-how-to-verify-identity-documents-for-police-vets/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/documents/7-2-3-c-how-to-verify-identity-documents-for-police-vets/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/documents/7-2-3-c-how-to-verify-identity-documents-for-police-vets/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/documents/7-2-3-c-how-to-verify-identity-documents-for-police-vets/


Recognition of Prior Learning

Learners with previous study or experience can apply for Recognition of 
Prior Learning

• A special pathway for primary teachers via the Primary Teacher Bridging Award
Primary Teachers in Playcentre | Playcentre.org.nz

• Other quals assessed on a case-by-case basis, for example qualifications 
related to secondary teaching, psychology, family health and wellbeing 

https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/playcentre-education/primary-teachers-in-playcentre/


Old Enrolment Forms

PLEASE DISCARD ANY HARD COPIES 
OF ENROLMENT FORMS AT CENTRE
These are now outdated and learners 
will have to fill in new forms if they 
submit them



Education Team

Education Contact Details | Playcentre
For face-to-face workshop requests: 

workshops@playcentre.org.nz

Moira Siobhan – Learning Support for 
ākonga with learning differences

https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/meet-our-education-team/


Brainstorm –  Encouraging Participation

What works well for encouraging 
parents to sign up for 
education?  What helps keep 
their momentum going?



Promoting and Supporting Education

Be positive in the 
messaging

Host Learning 
through Play 
workshops

Encourage a group 
to start together

Promote doing 
education while 

on session

Support with 
caring for tamariki

Encourage 
participants to 

share their 
learnings

Link learning to 
their day-to-day 
lives as parents

Acknowledge and 
celebrate 

achievements



Brainstorm –  Overcoming Barriers

What are some of the barriers to 
participation? How can we overcome 
them?
Remember the Education, PLD and 
Regional Teams are here to support you 
– get in touch to kōrero about ideas.



He Pātai | Questions?
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