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Karakia Tīmatanga

E te hui

Whāia te mātauranga kia 

mārama

Kia whai take ngā mahi katoa

Tū māia, tū kaha

Aroha atu, aroha mai

Tātou i a tātou katoa

For this gathering,

Seek knowledge as 

understanding

Have purpose in all you do.

Stand tall, be strong.

Let us show respect for each 

other
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The Role of 

Whakaihuwaka 

Māori

Whakaihuwaka Māori are the Te Ao Māori 
Champions who lead with passion and 
enthusiasm, inspiring whānau to weave te ao
Māori into everyday life at Playcentre.

With support, guidance and resources, they are 
helping our tamariki and whānau thrive.

People from all cultural backgrounds can be 
part of the team.

Together, we paddle this waka forward -
he waka eke noa.

Naumai haere mai ki te 

kaupapa o te 

Whakaihuwaka Māori o 

Te Whānau Tupu Ngātahi 

o Aoteroa.

Welcome to the  role of 

the Champions of te ao 

Māori in Playcentre 

Aotearoa.  



How whānau can contribute  –

a teams approach

Community –

He Tāngata
▪ Rangatiratanga i te Hapori      

– Community Leadership

▪ Whanaungatanga i te 

Hapori                                                 

– Community Building

▪ Whakaihuwaka Māori                

– Te Ao Māori Champions

Childrens Learning -

Ako
On session supervision team

▪ Arotakenga                                  

– Planning and Evaluation

▪ Taputapu                                              

– Equipment

▪ Whakaihuwaka Māori                        

– Te Ao Māori Champions

Adult Learning -

Matauranga
▪ Whakaihuwaka o te 

Wahanga Matauranga              

- Playcentre Education 

Champions   

▪ Whakaihuwaka o te 

Matauranga                               

– Adult Learning 

Champions

▪ Whakaihuwaka Māori

– Te Ao Māori Champions



Community - He Tāngata
 Promote te ao Māori and Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

 Role model te reo Māori – greetings, 

farewells, waiata, whānau/pepeha wall 

displays, te reo around play areas and 

routines, pūrākau, rauemi/resources

 Internal evaluation, planning, learning 

stories, session evaluations

 Hui, karakia, whakataukī, waiata

 Welcoming processes, Mihi whakatau, 

Manaaki whānau, poroaki, graduations

 Promote national and local events 

Waitangi Day, Matariki, Te Wiki o te reo

Māori 

 Celebrate Centre and playground 

openings 

 Hapori events, marae visits



Childrens’ Learning - Ako

 Te reo Māori – Greetings, farewells, roll call, 
kōrero around regular routines ie kai time, 
whāriki/mat times, in play areas, toi/arts, 
uku/clay, tunu kai/baking, natural collage, 
panui pukapuka

 Waiata – rotarota/rhymes, at kai time, on 
the whāriki, outside, poi, playing taonga 
pūoro/instruments, dress-ups/kākahu,  
rākau/tītī tōrea

 Karakia, pūrākau, pepeha, profiles,whānau
wall, ako/learning, tuākana-teina

 Centre celebrations, Rā whānau, Waitangi 
Day, Matariki, Te Wiki o te reo Māori,

 Papatākaro/Playground, Wharenui, water 
play, sandpit, māra kai

 Trips to the maunga, ngahere/bush, 
moana, awa, museum, library, marae visits



Adult Learning - Matauranga

 Te reo Māori – greetings, farewells, place 

names, social media

 Meeting processes, mihimihi, pepeha, 

karakia, waiata, whakataukī

 Education/Matauranga, iQualify Tikanga 

101, PLD, PE4 Te Kākano Te Reo me Ōna

Tikanga Māori, Learning to Play Workshops, 

External courses, wānanga, webinar,    

Learn te reo Māori, Te Tiriti o Waitangi

 National and local celebrations; Waitangi 

Day, Matariki, Te Wiki o te reo Māori, 

Maramataka, 

 Governance, Tāngata Tiriti, Tāngata 

Whenua, Rōpū Māori



Why do we 
promote te ao
Māori?
Te Whānau Tupu Ngātahi o 

Aotearoa | Playcentre 

Aotearoa made a 

commitment to Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi in 1989.  We 

recognise that Māori have 

special significance as 

tangata whenua and 

together we are commited to 

protect and promote te ao

Māori.



Our Commitment to 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi
Playcentre acknowledges and recognises              

Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of 

Aotearoa/New Zealand.  This is reflected in 

partnership in our two-house model of governance, 

our commitment to bicultural practices and 

protection of Māori culture and heritage.

At Playcentre all members are encouraged to use 

te reo Māori and practise tikanga Māori. We strive 

to understand, incorporate, and celebrate Te Ao 

Māori at Playcentre.

We also embrace the multicultural nature of New 

Zealand society and each centre offers a 

multicultural programme that is built on a bicultural 

foundation and reflects the members at their 

centres.

The three flags of Waitangi include the 
New Zealand flag, the British Union flag or 
Jack and Te Kara, also known as the 
United Tribes flag.



What are the 

articles of       

Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi 

about?

Article 1. Kāwanatanga - Honourable 
Governance. Shared decision-making by the 
Crown and Māori input at all phases of the 
process.

Article 2. Rangatiratanga - Agency.  Ensures 
protection of te reo Māori, tikanga, taonga and 
rangatiratanga/self determination. It enables 
Māori to determine their aspirations for 
tamariki/mokopuna.

Article 3. Ōritetanga - Equity. Ensures both Te Tiriti 
partners the rights of membership and equitable 
access to resources.

Article 4. Wairuatanga - the spoken promise of 
religious and cultural freedom. This article 
protects Māori customs and spiritual practices 
through policy and appropriate practices.

Playcentre Aotearoa                        
has made a 
commitment                  
to honour                                                    
Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
(Through Contra 
proferentum and                                     
the 4 articles).



Partnership is the spirit 

and intent of

The Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

Framework

▪ Two-house model of 

Governance

▪ Co-Presidents

▪ Rōpū Māori|Tāngata 

Tiriti





Rōpū Māori

▪ Whānau of  tamariki who 

whakapapa Māori are 

eligible to join a Rōpū 

and/or participate in Te 

Whare Tikanga Māori.

• You can register for Rōpū 

Māori and contact your 

elected representatives 
here. 

https://www.playcentre.org.nz/whatwedo/ropu-maori/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/whatwedo/ropu-maori/


Our  Philosophy                    
To empower whānau and tamariki to 

work, play, learn and grow together;        

while honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

Our Vision                                                    
Whānau tupu ngātahi - families 

growing together                                                   

Our Mission 
Playcentre is a whānau organisation 

which:                                                                  

• empowers whānau and tamariki to 

work, play, learn and grow together;           

• honours Te Tiriti o Waitangi and 

celebrates people’s uniqueness; and                           

• values and affirms parents as the 

first and best educators for their 

tamariki, so that whānau are 

strengthened and communities 

enriched



Values of    

Tangata Tiriti me 

Tangata Whenua

The values guide 

our behaviour and  
shape how we 

work together, 

make decisions, 

and uphold the 

mission and culture 

of Playcentre 

Aotearoa



Te Whāriki affirms the identities, 

languages, and cultures of all 

children, whānau, kaiako, and 

communities from a strong 

bicultural foundation grounded in 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

TE WHĀRIKI 

2017



Kei Tua o Te Pae

This book recommends fostering bicultural practices  
by a whanaungatanga approach to build respectful, 
reciprocal relationships and shared responsibility for 
learning by;

▪ honouring both Màori and Pàkehà worlds
▪ engaging with whànau and the community
▪ incorporating te reo Màori into daily routine 
▪ seeking guidance on tikanga and cultural protocols 

The emphasis is on;
▪ reflective practise 
▪ inclusive assessment accessible to Màori whànau
▪ creating holistic learning environments, and 
▪ celebrating bicultural achievements. 



Create a language strategy
Read Tau Mai Te Reo I The Māori Language in 

Education Strategy

Tau Mai Te Reo sets out the goals we seek to achieve 

and provides a framework for your Centre to use as a 

guide to develop their Te Reo strategy. It builds on 

the previous Tau Mai Te Reo Strategy published in 

2013



Te Ao 

Māori 

Basic 

Equipment



Playcentre Resources

 Playcentre Shop     
The shop stocks a variety of te reo reources, 
including the Haitaitai CD and Ukulele Music Book                                                            

 He Rauemi Reo Māori 
Karakia, Waiata, Te reo Māori phrases used in 
Playcentre Education courses

 Playcentre Website Te Ao Māori Resources 

 Facebook – Bicultural Officer Playcentre 
Page Instagram

 Spotify Playlist – see slide 24

 The Report to the New Zealand Playcentre 
Federation from the Working Party on Cultural 

Issues ‘The Little Red Book’ - see slide 23

https://playcentreshop.co.nz/
https://playcentreshop.co.nz/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/playcentre-education-resources/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/playcentre-education-resources/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/te-ao-maori-resources-and-events/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/te-ao-maori-resources-and-events/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.instagram.com/playcentreaotearoa/


Read this book!                                                                  

Whānau Tupu Ngātahi – Families Growing Together

(1990)  affectionately known as the                                                        

‘Little Red Pukapuka’.

Contains useful examples of Tikanga and offers a 

pathway for best practice. practice in your Centre

‘The Little Red Pukapuka’



Playcentre Aotearoa Spotify Lists 

He Rauemi Reo Māori Waiata Tamariki Poi & tīrākau Waiata Katoa

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/29Kd9orRIzuE2JNqt38HAH?si=u_CPcihsTnOACZEuxkk4UA&nd=1&dlsi=0d88aa526a8c4d41
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1trzhLc525DfZz4AP2OMRF?si=aNc8iUaOSwmuxNq-NCIjGA&nd=1&dlsi=c943e6f094c14e57
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1btSoKXPJ9xifQSBQljB8e?si=sbeMhXnySHGkBJ1mTPq0Kg
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3zzTxjBYRnVd3RQLoWmP47?si=lHEtgVY4R8SmMVB6GiWlJA


Ki te hoe Indigenising Practice 

Resource Set for 27 Everyday Activities in ECE 

RESOURCE SET | Te Reo 
Māori kōrero and 
waiata for 27 everyday 
activities in ECE (2023)
Here is an extract from  
booklet No. 27                 
Wā Whāriki Mat TimeTim

These are just a few of the many reources that are 
available to support the revitalisation of te reo 
Māori in Centres and at home – Kia kaha te reo!

https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-practice/resource-set-te-reo-maori-rerenga-korero-and-waiata
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-practice/resource-set-te-reo-maori-rerenga-korero-and-waiata
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-practice/resource-set-te-reo-maori-rerenga-korero-and-waiata
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-practice/resource-set-te-reo-maori-rerenga-korero-and-waiata
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-practice/resource-set-te-reo-maori-rerenga-korero-and-waiata


Kia kaha te reo Māori – let’s make                                              

te reo Māori strong!

These resources are made especially for ECE and 
referred to in Playcentre training.  They are relevant 
for parents and Kaiako.

Ngā Taonga Whakaako:                                                            
Bicultural competence in ECE (2012)
RESOURCE SERIES | Kit for graduate teachers

RESOURCE SERIES | Kit for student teachers

RESOURCE SERIES | Waiata Booklet

Here are some essential items available online or as 
an app for your mobile phone.

kupu.maori get a kupu hou, a new word every day 
in your app or email, you can also get grammar tips 

te aka maori dictionary   look up kupu hou, new 
words, listen to the sound of words.

Reomaori posters, booklets, wide variety of subjects, 
linked to Te Taura Whiri, The Māori Language 
Commission

BOOKLET SET | Ki te hoe – Indigenising Spaces (2024) 
Strengthen your teaching and learning of te reo Māori 
as an everyday language of instruction.

Here is an extract from booklet No. 6                                                           

Ngā Mihi Whakanui Ngā Mihi Akiaki Praise Phrases

https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/bicultural-competence-ece/resource-series-kit-for-graduate-teachers
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/bicultural-competence-ece/resource-series-kit-for-student-teachers/
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/bicultural-competence-ece/resource-series-waiata-booklet
https://kupu.maori.nz/
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/
https://www.reomaori.co.nz/resources
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-spaces/17-book-set
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-spaces/17-book-set
https://ako.ac.nz/knowledge-centre/ki-te-hoe-indigenising-spaces/17-book-set


Where can I learn 

more about te ao 

Māori?

 Te Wānanga o Aotearoa Courses from beginners to 
advanced, Level 1 to 7, fees free, options for online, 
home-based and classroom settings

 Poupou Huia Te Reo 1 Te Wānanga o Raukawa, Level 4 
course, fees free, Certificate, online, , 20 weeks, 
Advanced beginners to Intermediate, bilingual delivery

 Poupou Huia Te Reo 2 Te Wānanga o Raukawa, Level 5 
course, fees free, Certficate,  te reo me ōna tikanga 
Māori, level 5, online, 20 weeks, bilingual delivery

 Te Pōkaitahi Reo Level 1 Te Whare Wānanga o 
Awanuiārangi, Level 1 to 6, fees free, options for online or 
blended learning, 20 weeks

 Toro Mai Massey University, two courses Te Reo Māori and 
Tikanga courses, fees free, online, 10 hours, Certificate of 
completion

 Te Rito Maioha offer short free introduction courses  online 
learning, Te Reo Māori, Tikanga, Te Whāriki and more, 
Certificate of completion.

 Te Ataarangi uses rākau rods as a visual aid in learning te 
reo.  Open to all ages and stages, fee or koha based

 Tōkū Reo TV Series self-directed reo lessons to practise and 
develop at your own pace, no fees, easy beginners.

Playcentre Education offers;

PE 4 Playcentre Education level 4

Tikanga 101 – iQualify course

Learning to Play Workshops

Professional Learning & 

Development includes a Te Ao 

Māori Leadership Programme

Other Course Providers

https://www.twoa.ac.nz/nga-akoranga-our-programmes/te-reo-maori-maori-language
https://www.twoa.ac.nz/nga-akoranga-our-programmes/te-reo-maori-maori-language
https://www.wananga.com/certificate-in-maori-protocol-and-language
https://www.wananga.com/certificate-in-maori-protocol-and-language
https://www.wananga.com/certificate-in-maori-protocol-and-language
https://www.wananga.com/certificate-in-tikanga-and-maori-language-for-the-home-and-community
https://www.wananga.com/certificate-in-tikanga-and-maori-language-for-the-home-and-community
https://www.wananga.ac.nz/study/certificates/te-pokaitahi-reo-level-1/
https://www.wananga.ac.nz/study/certificates/te-pokaitahi-reo-level-1/
https://www.massey.ac.nz/student-life/m%C4%81ori-at-massey/te-reo-m%C4%81ori-and-tikanga-resources/toro-mai/
https://www.massey.ac.nz/student-life/m%C4%81ori-at-massey/te-reo-m%C4%81ori-and-tikanga-resources/toro-mai/
https://www.ecnz.ac.nz/pld
https://www.ecnz.ac.nz/pld
https://www.teataarangi.org.nz/
https://www.teataarangi.org.nz/
https://www.tokureo.maori.nz/index.cfm/1,188,0,43,html/Series1.html
https://www.tokureo.maori.nz/index.cfm/1,188,0,43,html/Series1.html
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/what-we-offer/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/pld-what-we-offer/
https://www.playcentre.org.nz/learnwithus/pld-what-we-offer/


Tautoko | Support

You can seek guidance and support 

from;

▪ Your team members

▪ Centre members

▪ Community contacts
Local school 
Marae contacts

▪ Centre Advisors

▪ Kaimahi
Can help with ddmin support for national 
campaigns

▪ Education Team
▪ Learning to Play Workshops 

▪ Kaihononga Māori
▪ Queries about tikanga, te reo Māori
See next slide for more details      
askteaomaori@playcentre.org.nz

•  Bicultural Operations facebook

mailto:askteaomaori@playcentre.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/
https://www.facebook.com/BCOoperations/


Te Kāhui o te    

Kaihononga Māori

Kaihononga Māori:

Coralie Bodley

Coralie.Bodley@playcentre.org.nz

UNI | Te Ika-a–Māui ki Runga

Jean Yern

jean.yern@playcentre.org.nz 

CNI | Te Puku o te Ika

Faith Tupou

faith.tupou@playcentre.org.nz

LNI | Te Ika a Māui ki Raro 

Tamsin Aulaumea 

Tamsin.Aulaumea@playcentre.org.nz

USI |Te Waipounamu

Cheana Horua-Kupe

Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz

USI | Te Waipounamu

     

email:askteaomaori@playcentre.org.nz

Pou Māori – Dr Craig Rofe

craig.rofe@playcentre.org.nz

mailto:Coralie.Bodley@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Jean.yern@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:faith.tupou@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Tamsin.Aulaumea@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:Cheana-Horua-Kupe@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:askteaomaori@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:craig.rofe@playcentre.org.nz


Karakia Whakamutunga
kaitito; Dr Huirangi Waikerepuru

Kua mutu ā mātou mahi 

Mō tēnei wā 

Manaakitia mai mātou katoa 

ō mātou hoa 

ō mātou whānau 

Āio ki te Aorangi 

Our work is finished 

For the moment 

Bless us all 

Our friends 

Our families 

Peace to the Universe. 
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